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Meet the section officers for the 2012-2013 SWE Year!  
 President :  Christina Jackson 
 Vice President – Outreach : Monica Rodriguez 
 Vice President – Professional Development : Abigail Wendt 
 Secretary : Lynn Bresnahan 
 Treasurer : Chriss Chavez 
 Section Representative : Jillian Coghill 
 Newsletter : Melissa Miesle, Christina Callas 

ASPIRE . ADVANCE . ACHIEVE 

 https://sites.google.com/site/tulsaswe/ 

http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/   

https://sites.google.com/site/tulsaswe/
http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/


President’s Letter 

Last year, we had award-winning growth in our section.  I am even 
more excited to see these new members become involved in our 
events and take on leadership roles.  Over the summer, we met at Just 
Camp for our annual planning retreat and came up with a great slate of 
activities for the year.  There’s an event for everyone (from a singles 
night to a Hard Rock Casino technical tour, to a nerdy gift making party 
with free childcare), so talk to that friend or co-worker and bring her to 
an event!  I can’t wait to see our section continue to grow even fur-
ther.  We started off the year with our annual end of summer BBQ and 
we upped the ante this year with plenty of liquid nitrogen ice 
cream.  Up next is a UPS technical tour and some great outreach op-
portunities, which you’ll read more about in this newsletter.  I look for-
ward to seeing you at an upcoming event!  
  
 -Christina Jackson, PhD, Tulsa SWE President 

Featured Member Biography 

Christina Callas is a Product Support Engineer for Siemens Industry, Inc 
in Bartlesville, OK where she assists in the production of process gas 
chromatographs. A 2009 graduate of the University of San Diego, she 
holds a B.A./B.S. in Mechanical Engineering and also minored in Span-
ish and Math. Christina moved to Tulsa just over two years ago and re-
cently became involved with SWE. After going to the Region i confer-
ence last year she is excited to attend the national conference, WE12, in 
November.  In her spare time she enjoys spending time outdoors, play-
ing with her two dogs, having dinner with friends and working in the com-
munity. Christina is a co-chair for the SWE newsletter this year so if you 
would like to submit content for publication or just share a great idea e-
mail her at callas.christina@gmail.com. 

Tulsa SWE is social! Find the section on Facebook or 
LinkedIn for pictures, discussions, general announcements, 
and job postings! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/323259549008/
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/SWE-Tulsa-3750836?trk=myg_ugrp_ovr


Event Calendar 

Keep  up with Curiosity, the 
Mars rover in real-time! 
Follow @MarCuriosity  
on Twitter 

Be sure to check your email for the following events  
(add tulsaneoswe@swe.org to your address book to 
prevent messages being marked as spam) 
 
Girl Scouts 100th Birthday September 8, 2012 @ the BOK 
 -Girls Rock celebration from 1 – 4 pm 
 -Tulsa Shock vs. Seattle Storm  
 -Girls Scouts perform @ halftime, game at 6:00 pm 
 
 UPS Facility Tour 
 -Tentatively scheduled for September 27 during lunch  
 
 Single and Ready to Mingle social event 
 -We are looking to bring in a match-maker to give tips 
 and tricks to help the singles have luck in the Tulsa 
 dating scene.  This event is still tentative due to 
 budget reasons; Plan B will be a group board game 
 night!  

There are always webinars and events sponsored by 
the national organization!   

Officially join SWE (please list the Tulsa Section!) to 
get access to the event registration and job seeker!  

 
http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/ 

See what everyone’s favorite scientist is up to by 
following Bill Nye 
@TheScienceGuy 

mailto:tulsaneoswe@swe.org
http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/


GLEE! Girls Love Exploring Engineering Summer Camp 
 
What an event!  34 girls meet for a week at the Tulsa Engineering 
Academy at Memorial HS (TEAM).  It was a summer camp for 6th - 
9th grade girls on August 6-10. 
 
They worked on projects such as an Artistic Flinger (a catapult 
that threw paint soaked cotton balls at large posters, creating a 
pieces of original art), Prosthetic Hand (a 3-finger hand made of  
syringes, pop cycle sticks, straws, etc. that would pick up a wad of 
paper), a Chair made of cardboard that they could sit on which 
taught them forces, center of mass, stability, tension, compression, 
beam and column strength, a Solar Bubble Tower using a solar 
cell to power the motor that rotated the bubble wand, a Solar 
Wave Runner (Solar powered boat), and a Wind Farm with 34 
wind turbines.  Pictured are three students who connected their 
wind turbines using a breadboard.  When one turbine rotated by 
blowing on it, the other two turned too.  Other fun activities were 
lipstick making, liquid nitrogen ice cream, straw rockets, UV beads 
and a visit to Blue Bell Creamery.  Needless to say, the girls loved 
it all. 

 
The summer camp was hosted by Lane 
Matheson, Director of the Tulsa Acad-
emy of Engineering at Memorial 
(TEAM), her husband Joe, Science De-
partment Chairman and Co-director of 
the Engineering Academy, and Celeste 
Baine, Director of Engineering Educa-
tion Service Center based in Oregon.  
Celeste, a biomedical engineer and edu-
cator, designed and provided all the ma-
terials for the projects. (After visiting the 
Tulsa FABLAB on her last visit to Tulsa, 
she bought a laser cutting which en-
abled her to make many of the wind tur-
bine parts.) 
 

In addition to the 34 young women, ten teachers participated.  
Celeste trained the teachers one day, the teachers lead the girls in 
the project the next day.  This gave Tulsa area teachers hands-on 
training which they can successfully take back to their classroom 
this fall.  Teachers were from Memorial JH, Hale JH, Memorial HS, 
Bell Elementary, Whitman Elementary, Shadow Mountain River-
side, and David L Moss Correctional Facility. Xan Black, Coordina-
tor of the Tulsa Engineering Alliance, also participated. Helpers in-
cluded Barbara Wollmershauser and Bailey Berry, both engineers, 
Bridget Taylor, a college student majoring in engineering, and nine 
high school students attending TEAM.  

Blowing on one wind turbine 
which turns the other two 
turbines wired via bread-

board. 

GLEE! Camp Review 

Learn more about TEAM online!  
 

http://memorial.tulsaschools.org/engineering_academy/


Engineers at Work – Build a Playground in a Day was a huge success. 
Over 150 adults and youth participated.  The organizer was KaBOOM, a 

national non-profit dedicated to saving play for 
America’s children.  Their mission is to create 
great play spaces thorough the participation and 
leadership of communities.   And on August 17th 
they successfully fulfilled it.  This was their 2001st 
playground build! 
 
The Charles Page Family Home initiated the pro-
ject.  Dr. Pepper/Snapple and Reasors stepped 
up to be major sponsors.  Both provided lots of 
volunteers.  Many other volunteers were alumni 
and residences of the Family Home, which cur-
rently serves over 100 families including 300 chil-

Engineers at Work  

Pictured here are (left to rt)  
Jasmine Htoon, an engineering student at TU; Barbara Wollmershauser, TEF volunteer;  
Frank Vorba, Cyntergy; and Dr. Laura Ford, TU. Photographer was Xan Black.  

Summer Cook-Out  

On August 11, Suzanne Dodson and her family 
hosted the annual summer cook-out. Thanks for 

opening your home to the SWE family! 
 
Thanks to everyone who came out for SWE's annual 
family BBQ.  We had a great attendance, and the 
kids enjoyed swimming and shooting off alkaseltzer 
rockets.  The rest of us had some great food, made 
liquid nitrogen ice cream, and played "Minute to Win 
It" for some great prizes, including a year’s member-
ship in SWE! 



The new SWE dewar for 
liquid nitrogen. ANY SWE 
member can borrow it for 

scout troops, school  
parties, or just some 

chemistry fun at home! 



Region & Section Notes 

The SWE Tulsa NEO Section will offer mini-grants in 
2012-2013 of $100 each to local clubs and organiza-
tions willing to provide an activity that introduces or 
encourages girls in STEM. An application will be 
provided soon. Stay tuned. 


