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Call for Volunteers 
Are you interested in volunteering at the Summit or Regional 

Conference?  We need people to introduce speakers, help with 
registration, and assist with the technical tours.  Volunteering doesn't 

mean you can't enjoy the conference; even an hour or two of your time 
would be appreciated!  Look inside for more details, and contact 

christina.bishop@gmail.com if you’re available to help!  

mailto:christina.bishop@gmail.com
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Letter from the President 
In my first letter, I’d like to take the opportunity to thank our past President, 

Christine Hirrill, for her excellent leadership.  Her impact was made clear at the 

National Conference last fall when we won a Membership Retention Award and 

Professional Development Program Award.  More than that, she was a great friend 

to many of us.  Since I have stepped into the role of President, I have found SWE 

to be a well-oiled, joyful machine.  We have so many talented ladies stepping up to 

organize events; and there’s an event in our calendar for all interests!  Our section 

stayed busy over the holidays with a Lego League Tournament, Fab Lab Tour, and 

our annual Three Kings Party.  Most of all, we have been 

busy planning for the Tulsa Engineering Summit and 

SWE Region I Conference in March.  Details of these 

two events are in this newsletter.   We look forward to 

seeing you as an attendee, a volunteer, or a sponsor!  

Look for the Region I Conference schedule on page  12! 

 

There are also opportunities for participation in 

Engineers Without Borders, visiting technical speakers in 

Tulsa, registration for the Tulsa Engineering Summit, and 

an application for the Tex Richardson Engineering Award. 
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I had a great time at WE11.  I was pleased that the Tulsa NEO section re-

ceived two awards at Celebrate SWE Saturday night - 

one for membership and one for PD efforts.  I truly 

enjoyed the Awards banquet, career fair, Over the Hill 

suite, and loved seeing us top 5800 attendees! 

  

Linette Patterson 

SWE FY12 National President Melissa Tata and CEO and Executive Director 

Betty Shanahan sat down for an old fashion “Town Hall” meeting in 

Chicago.  Nearly a hundred active SWE members attended, including 

members of the board of directors, regional governors, committee chairs, 

and more.  Among topics covered were the online problems with the 

membership directories (it will be resolved January 1
st

), how National 

conference locations are chosen (locations within driving distance to 

dozens of universities are given preference), and why the FY14 conference 

was moved away from Phoenix (technically it wasn’t, because no contracts 

were signed.  They just discontinued negotiations with the conference 

center).  If you have any questions that your local section isn’t able to 

answer, send them to hq@swe.org, and they’ll direct you to the correct 

person!  

Suzanne Dodson 

Event Review 

mailto:hq@swe.org


4 

 

The Tulsa SWE section received two awards at the national SWE con-
ference, WE11, in Chicago! Our section won awards for Professional 

Development and Membership Retention—thanks for all the work you 
have done to help make it happen!  
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Making can-carriers with local Girl Scouts; the famous Chicago Bean in Millennium Park, and Tulsa SWE Members out 

to The Purple Pig restaurant in Chicago, IL for the 2011 National SWE Conference 
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On Tuesday, January 24
th

, members toured the 

Kimberly-Clark manufacturing facility in Jenks. 

Participants learned how trees get turned into 

pulp and eventually get made into the 

COTTONELLE® toilet paper and VIVA® and 

SCOTT® paper towels we use at home. We saw 

everything from stacks of dry pulp to the Tissue 

Machine that turns the pulp into rolls of toilet 

paper that are ten feet in diameter and eight and a 

half feet wide! Next, we went into the converting 

department where those giant rolls get turned into 

the small rolls that are packaged and sent to our 

local grocery store. Who knew making toilet paper 

was so fascinating! Lots of fun was had by all!  

Kimberly Clark Plant Tour 
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Put Your Wisdom to Work 

Over the past two weeks, a theme keeps emerging. I have talked 
at length with several people about the importance of thinking 
big - and beyond ourselves. In the midst of day-to-day life, it can 
be easy to forget how many people have helped us along the 
way, personally and professionally, and how much we have to 

offer. 

So, I want to challenge you to think about how you will put the 
power of your knowledge and wisdom to work to help someone 

else. 

Take a look at the four questions below to get your wheels 

turning. 

  

1. Who do you see struggling that could use your support? 

2. Who do you see repeating the same mistakes because no one 

will give them the feedback they need to break the cycle? 

3. Who could benefit from your influence, perspective, expertise 

or contacts? 

4. What have you been excited about getting involved in that you 

just haven’t taken action on? 

So, before you dive back into your day, identify one thing you 
will do this week to pay it forward, leveraging your unique value 
and perspective. You might be surprised at how much you get 

from the experience. 

Food for Thought! 
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Hello all! 

  

We have (3) entry-level engineering openings 

in my group – for more details, please go here: 

  

www.harscoaxc.com/careers/ 

  

We’re primarily looking for mechanical engineers.  New 

grads PLEASE apply!! 

 

  
 

Have a position available within your engineering group? Send the posting information to 
newsletter editor Melissa Miesle and have the posting seen by countless of female engineers 

across Northeastern Oklahoma!   

Job Postings 

On October 28, members 

gathered at Caravan Cattle Co, 

a Tulsa country and line dance 

hall, to wish Christine Hirrill a 

fond farewell.  Christine 

resigned as president of the 

Tulsa SWE section when she 

relocated to Salt Lake City, 

Utah to start the next chapter 

of her career.  Christine 

enjoyed dancing and visiting 

with her SWE friends in one of 

her final outings in Tulsa.  It 

was great to see Christine 

once more before she left! You 

will be missed, Christine!     

Farewell, Christine!  

http://www.harscoaxc.com/careers/
mailto:melissa.miesle@gmail.com?subject=job%20posting%20for%20SWE%20newsletter
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It’s once again that time of year for the Tulsa Engineering Summit which takes place on 

Friday, March 2 from 8:30-4:30pm. The summit offers the ability to earn PDH credits, 

leadership skills, freshen general technical skills, and network with others. As in 

previous years, we are looking for speakers from that are interested in presenting to a 

group of engineers on either a technical, professional, or managerial topic.  If you are 

interested in being part of the summit as a speaker please forward Lynn Bresnahan the 

presentation title, description, a brief bio, and any special requests. 

  

The registration form for the summit is also attached on page 13 if you are interested 

in attending. Questions about registration should be sent toBarbara Wollmershauser. 

The University of Tulsa and the Engineering and Natural 

Sciences Council will welcome author Laura Starks as 

their keynote speaker for National Engineers Week.  Ms. 

Starks is an established writer of fiction that draws on 

her extensive Chemical Engineering background.  Her 

most famous book, “13 Days: They Pythagoras 

Conspiracy” follows a plot to sabotage oil refineries in 

the United States.  Her lecture will be held on February 

20
th

 at noon on the University of Tulsa Campus, 

Keplinger Hall.   

Contact christi-luks@utulsa.edu for more information. 

Section Announcements 

Nominate a student or teacher for the  

Tex Richardson Engineering or Science Guidance Award  

 

Tex was an alumnus of the Oklahoma Engineering and Technology Guidance Council 

(OETGC). His energy positively affected young people state-wide. He was such a 

strong influence to the professional technical and engineering committees, a group 

was 

formed to memorialize his outreach work and recognize others who exemplify Tex 

Richardson’s lead. In 1992, the Tex Richardson Award was established. This award is 

jointly sponsored by the Tulsa Engineering Foundation, Inc., the Oklahoma Engineering 

Foundation with the cooperation of the Construction Specification Institute. 

 

See the application form on page 14 for further information! 

mailto:lynn.bresnahan@kcc.com?subject=Tulsa%20Engineering%20Summit%20-%20Speaker
mailto:Wollmersh@aol.com
mailto:christi-luks@utulsa.edu
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 Friday March 2  
  Alcove Room Choteau   

8:30 - 9:00 AM 
and onward 

REGISTRATION (Upstairs Foyer ACAC) - 

Volunteer 1, Volunteer 2  

9:00 - 11:45 AM Volunteer 3 Volunteer 4 
*Volunteer 3 and 4 can 
be split as necessary 

1:30 - 4:15 PM Volunteer 3 Volunteer 4  

6:00-8:00 PM 
REGISTRATION (Hilton) -     Volunteer 5, 

Volunteer 6, Volunteer 7, Volunteer 8  

6:30-10:00 PM STEMpede "Bankers" - Volunteer 9 & 10  

6:30-10:00 PM STEMpede "Sherriffs" - Volunteer 11 & 12  

6:30-10:00 PM STEMpede "Wardens" - Volunteer 13 & 14  

6:30-10:00 PM STEMpede Floater Volunteers 15 & 16  

8:30-10:00 PM VIP Event Volunteers 17 & 18  

Saturday March 3    

  Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 Room 5 

7:00 - 8:00 AM A/V SETUP (Hilton) - Volunteer 19 

7:00 - 8:30 AM REGISTRATION (Hilton) - Volunteer 20, Volunteer 21 

7:00 - 7:40 AM Volunteer 22   

7:30 - 10:00 AM BAKER HUGHES TOUR - Volunteer 23 

8:30 - 10:00 AM REGISTRATION (Hilton) - Volunteer 24, Volunteer 25 

8:00 - 9:30 AM KEYNOTE (Hilton) - Volunteer 26 

9:30 - 11:30 AM Volunteer 27 Volunteer 28 Volunteer 29 Volunteer 30 Volunteer 31 

10:00 - 11:30 AM REGISTRATION (Hilton) - Volunteer 32 

11:30 - 1:00 PM REGISTRATION (Hilton) - Volunteer 33 

11:30 - 1:00 PM KEYNOTE (Hilton) - Volunteer 34 

1:00 - 2:00 PM REGISTRATION (Hilton) - Volunteer 35 

1:00 - 3:00 PM Student Volunteer 36 
Professional Volunteer 

37   

1:00 - 4:00 PM CAREER FAIR (Hilton) - Volunteer 38 

2:00 - 3:00 PM REGISTRATION (Hilton) - Volunteer 39 

3:00 - 4:00 PM REGISTRATION (Hilton) - Volunteer 40 

3:00 - 5:30 PM FAB LAB TOUR - Volunteer 41 

3:00 - 6:00 PM Volunteer 42 Volunteer 43 Volunteer 44 Volunteer 45   

4:00 - 5:00 PM REGISTRATION (Hilton) - Volunteer 46 

5:00 - 6:00 PM REGISTRATION (Hilton) - Volunteer 47 

6:00 - 7:00 PM SHUTTLE MONITOR - Volunteer 48 

7:00 PM - 7:30 
PM AQUARIUM DRIVER (need a 4 door car) - Volunteer 49 

7:00 - 9:00 PM KEYNOTE (Aquarium) - Volunteer 50, Volunteer 51 

10:00 - 11:30 PM Life Member Event Volunteer 52 

Please review the times listed and 

contact Christina Bishop  with the 

times you are available to help at 

the Engineering Summit or the 

Regional Conference.   

You’re allowed to sign up for 

multiple time slots if you’d like! 

mailto:christina.bishop@gmail.com?subject=Volunteering%20for%20SWE
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TEX RICHARDSON 

 

ENGINEERING and SCIENCE GUIDANCE AWARD 

 

Nomination Form 

 

Caring, dedicated, selfless…Tex Richardson was a giver. During his lifetime (1922 – 

1991), he influenced many in his quest to promote learning – especially in the fields of 

mathematics, science and engineering. His enthusiasm was boundless. 

 

Tex was an alumnus of the Oklahoma Engineering and Technology Guidance Council 

(OETGC). His energy positively affected young people state-wide. He was such a 

strong influence to the professional technical and engineering committees, a group was 

formed to memorialize his outreach work and recognize others who exemplify Tex 

Richardson’s lead. In 1992, the Tex Richardson Award was established. This award is 

jointly sponsored by the Tulsa Engineering Foundation, Inc., the Oklahoma Engineering 

Foundation with the cooperation of the Construction Specification Institute. 

 

It is in Tex Richardson’s honor and memory that an award is presented annually to 

special people (oftentimes, both an educator and an engineer). 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

If there is a teacher, engineer, or other person you believe is deserving of this award, 

please provide the following information in your nomination: 

 

1) Name of nominee. School or organization – Address, email, phone number. 

2) Paragraph explaining why you wish to nominate this individual. 

3) Your name, email and telephone number. 

 

Nominations must be received no later than February 15th to 

info@tulsaengineer.org OR mailed to: 

 

Oklahoma Engineering Foundation 

2001 NE 27th Street 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

 

Tulsa Engineering Foundation 

PO Box 703065 

Tulsa, OK 74170 

 

For more information contact: 

 

Barbara Wollmershauser, Chair <wollmersh@aol.com> 


